
Study Options for J-1/J-2 Students  
 

   
 

 

Students interested in taking English language classes at Seattle Colleges while on their J-1 or J-2 visa have 
two options: 

• Enroll in the Seattle Colleges Institute of English (SCIE) 
 

• Take classes through Continuing Education 

 

Note: Some J visa programs only allow for part-time study, so be sure to check your program requirements 
before enrolling. 

 

Seattle Colleges Institute of English (SCIE) 

SCIE programs are designed for international students who intend to enroll in a college or university. SCIE 
classes focus on helping students improve all aspects of the English language, including reading, writing, 
grammar, speaking, and listening. SCIE serves students across all three of our colleges, but classes are taught 
at Seattle Central College. 

The cost to attend SCIE is fixed yearly. If you are interested in taking classes with SCIE, you must apply for 
admission through International Programs and submit your online admission application by the appropriate 
deadline. 

 

Continuing Education  

J-1 or J-2 visa students may also take English classes through Continuing Education. If you take classes 
through Continuing Education, you do not need to apply for admission to Seattle Colleges and you will not deal 
with International Programs at all.  

For questions about taking classes through Continuing Education, visit the Continuing Education webpage for 
your preferred campus to find the appropriate contact information: North | Central | South. 

To learn about costs for Continuing Education classes, you must go to the Continuing Education website for 
your preferred campus and select the course(s) you are interested in. Prices vary. 

 

Changing Visa Status from J-1/J-2 to F-1 

If you are considering changing your visa status to F-1 during or after your J visa program, review our PDF 
handout for more information: https://intl.seattlecolleges.edu/docs/change-to-f1-visa-status.pdf. 

 

https://intl.seattlecolleges.edu/institute-of-english
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fintl.seattlecolleges.edu%2Fdocs%2Ftuition-charges-per-credit.pdf&data=05%7C01%7C%7C1bdba8eed0374c12503108da845f8dde%7C02d8ff38d7114e31a9156cb5cff788df%7C0%7C0%7C637967843184354367%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yCWJUVVVhtam%2FxXt%2FvNASxmsaqTZgI2FiuyU3WzMq50%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fintl.seattlecolleges.edu%2Fadmission-requirements&data=05%7C01%7C%7C1bdba8eed0374c12503108da845f8dde%7C02d8ff38d7114e31a9156cb5cff788df%7C0%7C0%7C637967843184354367%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=byIJdPRmFk%2FK5w5Mt3QB%2F8gYERssgGzjAIjqPkEJsrs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fintl.seattlecolleges.edu%2Fadmission-requirements&data=05%7C01%7C%7C1bdba8eed0374c12503108da845f8dde%7C02d8ff38d7114e31a9156cb5cff788df%7C0%7C0%7C637967843184354367%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=byIJdPRmFk%2FK5w5Mt3QB%2F8gYERssgGzjAIjqPkEJsrs%3D&reserved=0
https://intl.seattlecolleges.edu/dates-and-deadlines
https://www.seattlecolleges.edu/programs/continuing-education
https://continuinged.northseattle.edu/
https://ce.seattlecentral.edu/
https://conted.southseattle.edu/
https://intl.seattlecolleges.edu/docs/change-to-f1-visa-status.pdf

